
rrapapAflriqv (4.6)," with words intended to provoke Hera, who will predictably and 
angrily reject her husband's proposal and bring about the violation of the truce and 
the continuation of the war. Zeus thus purposefully goads Hera into delivering her 
violent response. He can then appear to give in to his bloody-minded wife, all the 
while getting his own way. To summarize: KEprTOfLEZ thus means 'to provoke someone 
into doing something', to elicit a response that one expects, anticipates, or desires, 
and sometimes to make someone give himself away. In fact, it is a subtle way of 
manipulating someone to do what you want him to do without explicitly saying so. 
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" Cf. H. Hermes 55-6, where Hermes tries out his newly invented lyre and improvises a song, 
just as young men at feasts rrapaLto'a KEpTOfLEOVULv. The youths' oblique provocations elicit 
improvised counter-provocations to produce a flyting contest. 

SIMONIDES, PMG 542.1-3 

davp' ayaO%v Ie'v aAaOE'ec yEvEc9at XaAErrov 
XEpcLv TE KatL TOCL KaL VO(C 

TETpdayWvov dvev yi oyov TETrVyLVOV 

'It is hard to become a truly good man': so Plato's Protagoras purports to 
understand the first line (Prt. 339d), and modern interpreters of the poem have 
followed him without exception.' Now it may be conceded that the words could bear 
this sense in some contexts; but as Simonides explains ayaOov ... AaOE'wc as 
'fashioned four-square in hands and feet and mind' (2-3),2 and as he can hardly have 
conceived of a man's mind and limbs as being made on any occasion after his birth, 
it seems fairly clear that what I take to be anyway the more natural interpretation, 'it 
is hard for a truly good man to come to be', for which compare, besides line 21 r63 t 
yevEcOatl vvarov, P1. R. 5.472d oc av ypadac rrapadtSELyLa otov v E;v cq KaAALcroc 

avOpTroc... . i. u' Xrl d7Trro3ETaL c C Kat' svvaLTOv y/evEcaL TOLOVTOV ava pa, 6.502c 

laptca tLev ELvaL a XAyotIev . .., xaAe7ra be yevecOat, 7.528b erTLCardrov... ov... 

yevecOaL XaAETrov, and Laws 4.71 ld TO XaATOvrrv yEEcOaL, is to be preferred. It is 
hard for a perfect man to come to be,3 and misfortune may at any moment destroy 
such distinction as a man has been able to achieve; therefore the poet will not look 
for what is impossible, an entirely blameless man, but considers praiseworthy any 
man who behaves as well as can be expected. 

Merton College, Oxford W. B. HENRY 

' 
Bibliography (1928-94): D. E. Gerber, Lustrum 36 (1994), 139-44. 

2 B. Snell, Dichtung und Gesellschaft (Hamburg, 1965), 116 = Poetry and Society (Blooming- 
ton, 1961), 51, translates 'selbst wenn jemand an Armen und Beinen und Sinn ... wohlgefiigt und 
ohne Tadel ist': but 'selbst wenn' is plainly not in the Greek. 

3 LEV may indicate that Simonides went on to say 'but there is no lack of men of inferior 
quality' or the like: cf. 37-8 Trv yap 7AlOlowv I d7retlpwv yeveOAa. 
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